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10 FIRST-CLASS BALL

aoal Prospeots Do Not Appear to Be
Bright.

[AILONOFERS I'GRAIORE lONE!

'rep arations at Georgetown for the

Big Meet.

URRENT SPORTING NOTES

Sensational movements in the base ball-orld are being made outside of Washing-
mn. A carefal canvass of the local.situa-
on b7 a Star reporter this morning com-
I1s the assertion that unless something
nforeseen springs up within the next thir-
y-six hours Washington will be without
rst-elaas ball next season. Local follow-
rs of the rame are ajperetnly wide apart
rhen capitalizing a club is considered, and
or this reason a combined movement seems

npossible.
A report comes from Baltimore to the
ffect that Managers Hanlon and McGraw
rere in conference until a late hour this
eorning, and that the latter had taken in-
er consideration a proposition that he 're-
tain in the National League at a big ad-
ance in salary, with other financial in-
ucements. Friends of McGraw in Wash-
igton la:gh at the report, as they know
he little fellow is not in the "quitter"
lass. and that he possesses sufficient com-ion sense to see that he would be a "dead
ne" in Baltimore forever should he desert
he capitalists who have put him forward
s general manager of the American Asso-
lation club in the oyster city. McGraw
rd Robinson have valuable business in-Prests in Baltimore, which would be.reeked should either one make the move
Kpected of them by Manager Hanlon.lceGraw, before affiliating with the asso-
;ation. considered long and well all the
bases of the situstion, and he is believedn be of that sort. when he has made up
is mind to act, all bridges have been
urnea in his rear.

League Negotiations Frustrated.
It is understood that when the circuit-re-
Lucing committ ee of the National League
net in C:eveland Wednesday agreements
.ere reached with the magrates owning the
.ouisviile. Cleveland. Baltimore and Wash-
rgton clubs and that there would be plain
tiling her:-after. After the meeting ad-
urned come the sensational desertion of
leGraw and his coup in securing the Balti-
tore grounds. This movement has doubt-
-ss blocked the wheels of the reduction
-achinery, as the league magnates cannot
e their way clear to i-ay the Baltimore
iagnates from S'io.tlis to S:T..tui when they
ave absolute'y nothing to deliver but the
tanchise. Their players wire considered
:t rth at least $,.05t) and their grounds
bout $8,10, but as these two items hive
een wiped off the slate by the action of
JcGraw it seems unbiflnesslike to pay out
n immense sum of money for nothing. It
just in line for the league megnates. out-
de of Brooklyn and Baltimore. to inform
he Baltimore-Brooklyn syndicate that they
.o not care to purchase the outfit of the
)rioles. and that they can go alit-al with
heir arrangements as If n' prolsitbtn ha d
'cen mode.
The Baltimore pe.op!e would then Lave to
urehase new greundis anid secure an entire
lub of new players, as a large majority of,
he prient team has notifie'l McGraw that
hey will cast their fortunes with him. The
tuation thus outl'netl is in conformity with
rias express a by Presilent Soden upon
is return to Boston from Cleveland and
tug aivised of McGraw's movements in

taltimore. From the present outlook it
ppears as though Mr. Hanlon has dropped
bout $35..tI50 at one fell swoop.
There is a faint possibility that Mr. Han-
at, may persuade McGraw to give out the
mnrouncement that he has returned to the
eague so as to enable the former to un-
oad his Baltimore holdings on his fellow
nagnates. but even t t that it looks like a

oor proposition. as McGraw is simply the
gint of the American Association capital-sts and all he can surrender is himself.

McGraw's New Organisation.
Last night the Baltimore Base Ball and
Emusement Company was formed and an

Emerican Association team will compete in
hat city with the National League for pub-
ic favor. The stockholders of the com-

tany which will own the Baltimore fran-
-hise in the association met at the Eutaw
-louse, in that city, perfected their organ-
zation and officially announced their names
.o the newspapers. Those present at the
neeting were Messrs. John J. McGraw. ball
Miayer: Rev. John D. ioland. D. L. Straus,
)resident of the Gosman Ginger Ale Com-
>any; John J. Mahon, broker; Phil Peter-;on. secretary of the Gosman Ginger Ale
^ompany; George F. Wailims. banker; J. P.
Shannon, manager of the Eutaw House;
rhomas E. Jenkins, press agent of the
Western Maryland railroad; J. Frank Mur-
ihy, furniture dealer; W. H. McGee. pack-
ir; Francis E. Yewell, builder; Harry Gold-
mtan. financier: George S. Gripps. packer.
The other stockholder is Wilbert Robin-;on of the firm of Robinson & McGraw.
lis stock and that of his partner is held inthe firm name. Rev. J. D. Boland is rector
if St. Vincent's Catholic Church and is a
over of all healthful outdoor sports.

The Lease Question.
Dr. Charles E. Sadtler, representing the

trustees of the Sadtler estate. upon which
he base ball park is located, said yester-
lay that he wished to correct an impres-
ion that the trustees acted with any par-
iality in bestowing the lease of Union
ark. He said Mr. Hanion's company be-
ng an old and a good tenant of Union
Park it was desired that he should have
he preference, so on January 20 a messen-
ter was sent to Mr. Hanlon with an option
hat was operative until noon on Janu-
Lry 22.
Ten days before tills, says Mr. Sadtler, a
etter was addressed to thI Baltimore BaseBail Club notifying it that the lease bad ex-
nIred and inquiring abotut renewal, After:he lease badt been made to Mr. McGraw's>rganization a reply came from Mr. Han-
on which was neither a rejection nor an
ieceptance of the terms of the option in:he eyes of the trustees, who deemed it
wise to get their property under a rent at>nce. These steps were taken because the
>resent lessees were pressing for an answer
is to whether cr not they would get the
grounds.

Good Thiag for Blae Blal.
A special from St. Louis says that

at Joyce and Tebeau'a base bail head-
tuarters nothing was talked about yester-
lay but the new American Association.
Joyce said:
"I have predicted that the new American
Association would be a go and that Me-3raw and Robbie would stand true to it.[t's the best thing that ever happened formse bail. It wilt awgken interest in quar-ters where the game is dead now, create
.tense rivalries in cities where two clubs
ire located and maintain interest In the
game in the fall until the snow fies."
Pat Tebeau, notwithstanding his loyalty

:o tne league, said:
"Il don't look on the new American Asso-

tlation as anything but a friendly rival, I
tan't for the life of me eee where it will
surt the game. Locally it will create a
treat rivalry and If the rival teams meet
in a spring and fall series their owners will
stak enough money out of those gamesalone to pay the whole season's expenses.
As for players, why, there are playersenough to start an army not quite as bigas the British, but nearly as big as the Fi-ipince, New leagues and calamity howlers
tant hurt base ball. The glorious game.ill be a fixture long after we have struck

GOLDEN EABLES WON TREE.Ba..e Dewied With the Colamuhemstame Night.
The Columbia and Gokden Eagie bowlingteams played three game. In the Distriot
League serieg last aight. The Eagles se
rictorious in all of the game., winng
two witboat effort. In the Brat and second
lames Colambia ga-ve a mnseabia exhna-.
tion, ply- lIke neoriems. The last game
was much the beat eak~jlon ef the eme-
ugaand the Eaes had a stiff uphill batti
to make the wennsoi Cett uies the

Irawn after the rst -ama, ioyng place
or Armisaung. who was late In ariling.
feNish was withdrawn by the Columbias

it the sixth frame of the second game,ais plae being taken by Simpson, who hai
such dimeulty in executing spare shots,
!tough he Bras the victim of several splits.
Ihe games were not fast or well played,
be Eagles having a present from Columbia
n- their first victory. The Columblas were
amentably weak on spares through the
-ttre match, and only In the last game
lid they perform creditable strike work.todziek was decidedly off, and this brilliant
>layer. leader of the league Individual rec-
ird, hurt his average in each of the :hree
ontests.
The first game draggel Its uninteresting
ength out to a tiresome extent. giving Co-
umbia opportunity at every turn for dis-
curagingly poor work. Easy spares were
epeatedly missed. The Eagles were in the
ame class and played a miserable game,but making enough pins to mark a vic-
ory. The score follows:

FIRST GAMlE.
Columbia Bo-ling C'ub. Golden FA le.

St. Sp. Se. St. Se. Se.
Ricker..... 1 3 121, r gr... 2 152
Desto...... 1 3 119 Hano..... 4 1 147
lieNlsb.... 0 6 141ILane..... 2 5 153
Itodrick.... 2 4 152 Diemer..... 2 4 141
Stitt....... 2 4 131 Cott........ 1 5 137

Totals.... 6 20 ) Totals....11 19 130
The visiting team spruced up a bit in

'he second event and made a fairly good
wore, easily winning. Columbia was again
say money, and were outplayed at every
aoint. Armstrong bowled a triple header.
ind Laue scored two doubles. The score
ollows:

SECOND GA3IE.
Columbia Bowling Club. Golden Eagle.

St. Sp. Se. St. Sp. 1
e.

Rticker.....1 6 1N7Bruegger... 3 182
Desio...... 0 7 150: anold..... O 1 148McNish..... 2 2 132; Lane....... 5 2 176
Bodriek.... 1 3 124 tilemer..... 3 2 136
ititt....... 2 5 1551 Armstrong.. 3 2 156

Totals.... 6 23 71!1 Totals....14 '19 796
Columbia started olf well in the last gameand soon secured a good lead, which they

maintained until the eighth frame. Here
Laue, Diemer and Armstrong started a
treat run which easily placed their side
ihead, and in addition to a poor finish byColumbia, enough pins were bowled to land
hem easy winners. The score follows:

THIRID GAME.
Columbia Bowling Club. Golden Eagle.

St. S9p. Se.: St. Sp. Sc.
itleker..... 2 5 1621 lirnegger... 2 5 153Desto...... 2 2 121' Hanold..... 1 3 128
limpesn.... 1 4 134 Laue...... 3 a 176
tledrck .< 3 4 151 Diemer..... 4 3 173

..tt....... 3 6 175 Armstrong.. 2 4 161

Totals....11 21 752 Totals....12 20 791
There will be league bowling at the Saen-
ierbund Monday night, the Columbian play-ing three games there with the home club.
The standing of the clubs follows:

won. Iost. P.C.
taengerbund.. ................ 16 11 .592
:olden Eagle Bowlleg Club........ 16 14 .533:arroll Institute....... .......... 15 15 .500Votung Men's Christian Association. 15 15 .500
olunmbia Bowling t'lub........... 12 15 .444
Ilusineas Men's Bowling Club..... 13 17 .433

ATHLETES IN TRAINING.

Prepariag for Georgetown Uaivers-
ity's Coming Contests.

Great preparations are being made to ren-
ier the caming indoor meet of Georgetown
['niversity the biggest kind of a success.

[t will be run off in Convention Hall on

he evening of February 17. Work was be-
pun on the track last week, and the cor-
'ers will be soon in place, thus permittingthe athletes to practice on the track on

which they will run in competition, a big
idvantage. There wilt be ten laps to a

rile, which will make this track similar to

he one in Madison Square Garden, New
York.
Pennsylvania will send its usually strong

[cam, including the many champions en-

".lled under its color:. A strenuous effort
abeing made to bring Kraenzlein, the

solder of three records, the low, the high
iurdles, and the broad jump. together with
Fiutchinson of Princeton, in the hurdles. 1.
K.Baxter, the champion intercollegiate high
jumper, has returned to Pennsylvania, and
nay be seen in competition with Carrollit Princeton in the high jump.

The Relay Race.
The star attraction of the evening, how-

ever, will be the relay race between Penn-
sylvania and Georgetown. In this event
will be seen some of America's fastest quar-
er-milers. Georgetown encounters Harvard
t.night at the indoor meet of Boston Col-
lige, and the outcome will be watched with
interest. especially since Pennsylvania will
meet Harvard the following Saturday night.
From the showing made the followers of
each team may be enabled to estimate the
chances.
Not all the relay running will be done

by Georgetown and Pennsylvania, however.
for the Washington branch of the Y. M. C.
A. will put a team In the field against the
Baltimore branch of the same organization.
and a great fight is pr-dicted. A number
of the members of the local branch are
training under the supervision of Messrs.
Ridout and Holtpan. Villanova is also
very anxious to meet its old rival from
Lewisburg, Pa., Bucknell, and its wish may
be gratified.
The man who will furnish the most sur-

prise and astonishment to the crowd will
be Arthur F. Duffy, the champion sprin-
ter at 100 yards. He is a small chap, and
it seems well nigh incredible that he should
run as fast as he does. lie is as quick as
the pistol flash. His title as champion at
the 100 yard distance was won in the A.
A. U. games in Boston on August 28, when
he ran away from Kraenzlein, the cham-
pion hurdler, and Stephens of Canada In
the time of ten seconds.

Training at Georgetown.
The following are among the men now in

training: Lynch, Barry, Lenane, Hirst,
Coad, Rice, Lennon, Holland, Kerns, Sheri-
dan, Dessez. Fey. Wilson. Brown, McKay,
Horsey, Douglass, Keane, Cranston, Finn,
Long, Cummings, J. Lynch, J. Gracie,
Walsh, Brady, Mulligan. Cashman, Downs.
There will be a relay race between the

local high school, and many of the repre-
sentatives from the different schools are
now utilizing the indoor track at George-
town. The events of the meet will com-
prise two forty-yard run% one handicap,
one scratch; 220-yard handicap, 880-yard
intercollegiate, one-mile run, fifty-yard
hurdle, pole vault, shot put, together with
the school-boy races.
The Indoor track in the 11ealy building

is daily the scene oif activity. From the
hours of 11 o'clock to 12. and from 3 to 5
In the afternoon, many of the'students may
be seen limbering up, taking starts, and
sprinting for twenty or thirty yards. Owing
to the great number of men in traIning It
las been found exlpedient to divide them
into squadis.
All the men in training and trying for

positions on the team are under the sur-
veillance and ever watchful eye of Trainer
William Foley. than whom there is no one
more painstaking or earnest. He shows the
recruits how to stride, and keeps down
the too-willing spirit of the veterans, to run
away from each other when placed on the
mark. Besides Trainer Foley. Capt. Mulli-
gan of the track teem is always alert for
any mistakes made by the men, and is ever
willing to lend any aid, material or other-
wise.

TO FORM A CHESS CLUB.
'Tournament Tenight at the Y. K. C. A.

.House.
The Young Men's thristian Association

has arranged a chess tournament for this
evening as a first step in the organisation
of a chess club among the members of the
association. All persons interested in chess
are invited to be present this evening,
whether members of the association or not.
Mr. E. P. Hanna will play all comera,
playing simultaneously a dosen or more
games. A handsome prise will be awarded
the first member to checkmate Mr. Henna.
Play will begin promptly at 8 Me'lock, and
continue until 11.
Mr. Hanna has held the championship of

the District of Columbia for several years.
and was champion of his native state,
Kansas, when only nineteen peers of age.

Stole Plgeeon
Walter Butler was today convicted before

Jgdge Kimball of stealng- thirteen pigeons.
vained at S1 each, from A, A. Hancock, ad
was fined $20, with the alternative of spend-
ing four months in jail.
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A RETi1 MNJ FUND
Prominent Festem slhe Proposed
Weathe Bresu'eoga ion.

EDElI* FlO 3 AE

Provisions for Appointment, Pro-
motion ant' Disissal

A BILL OF' WIDE SCOPE

A legislative measure which is deemed tc
be of considerable 'importance to employee
of the executive departments at Washing-
ton is now pending before the House. Thh
is the bill (H. R. 3988) to reorganise the
weather bureau, which the House commit.
tee on agriculture authorised, last Wednes-
day, to be favorably reported, as stated it
The Star at the time.
Chairman Wadsworth has been working

on the bill since then, by direction of tht
committee, perfecting its verbiage. He hat
completed this task and the bill is now or
the House calendar, ready to be called ul
for consideration 'in order.
While the provisions of this bill appy

only to the weather bureau, the measure It
considered important from the fact that I1
will test the sense of Congress upon the
question of providing a retirement fund ir
a bureau of an executive department of
the government. Such a proposition hat
been before a House commirtee neretofore
but never coupled with the official indorse
ment-which this bill carries.
The sections of the bill creating the re

tirement fund, as amended by direction o1
the committee, provide as follows:

A Retirement Fund.
"Sec. 8. That beginning on the 1st day of

July. 1900, there shall be withheld eacl
month from the salaries of the employes of
the weather bureau, drawing salaries of
$360 per annum and upward (except that
retired officers and enlisted men of the
army and navy shall not be assessed or re
ceive retirement pay under the provisiom
of this act), 3 per centum or so much there-
of as the retirement board hereinafter de-
scribed may determine to be necessary fot
the purpose herein specified: said sum
withheld to be deposited in the treasury of
the United States to the credit of the
'weather bureau retirement fund.' as e
special deposit, which, with the approval
of the chairman of the retirement board,
shall be subject to requisition by the dis
bursing officer of the weather bureau, anc
for which the official bond of the lattel
shall be liable, to be expended by him fol
the benefit of the employes who shall be
retired upon the plan and under the pro
visions of this act.
"Provided, That on all moneys so with

held from the salar'es of such employes the
government shaal pay no interest: that or
and after the 1st day of July, 1900, em
ployes in the weather bureau serive who ar
subject to the provisions of this act shall bi
retired from such service and paid an an

nuity equal to a per crntum hereinaftel
named: Provided, That such retiremen1
shall be made under and subject to the
following conditions:
"Par. 1. Employes .how or hereafter ir

the weather bureau 'ho'have been em
pioyed in the said bureau for a period o'
ten years or more, including service in th
Signal Corps. United Statea army, prior t(
July 1 19l, and who are disabled for th
performance of their duties, as determine<
by the retirement board hereinafter named
may be retired, and, when so retired. shal
be paid an annuity equal to 30-wr centun
of the average annual pay that they ma:
have received during the' last five year
previous to their retirement.
"Par. 2. Employes who have been em

ployed as above named for a period o

twenty years, and those who have beet
employed thirty years and who are dis
abled for the performance of their duties
may be retired, and, when so retired, shal
be paid an annuity equal to 40 per centun
and :) per ce otum, respectively, of the
average annual pay they may have receive(
during the last five years previous to thel
retirement.
"Par. :t. Etloyes who have reached th,

age of sixty years and have been employe,
thirty years may be retired, and when re

tired shall be paid 60 per centum of th<
average annual pay they may have receive(
during the last five years previous to thel
retirement.
"Par. 4. Employes who have reached th

age of sixty-five years and who have beel
employed thirty years shall be compuiso
rily rAtired, and shall be paid 75 per cen
of the average annual pay they may hav
received during the last five years previou
to their retirement; and any person wh
shall attain the age of sixty-five year
without having completed thirty years' set
vice shall be retired and receive annuals;
one-thirtieth of the 75 per cent of salar
for each year of his service:
"Provided, That In all cases where em

ployes shall voluntarily leave the govern
ment service or 'be removed therefrom fo
cause they rhall forfeit-to the retiremen
fund the amounit of salary withheld unde
the provisions of this act: but if those wi
voluntarily have retired thereafter re-ente
said service they shall be entitled to th
benefit of the time they may have serve

prior to the time of leaving such service:
"And be it further provided. That all re

tired employes and officials shall be subjec
to the orders of the chief of the weathe
bureau for emergency or temporary assign
ments to duty for periods not to excee
sixty days in any one calendar year withou
additional compensation.
"Par. 5. That any employe who has con

tributed as herein provided to the weathe
bureau retirerment fund hereby authorize
who shali die before retirement shall hav
paid to the person prevously designated b
him, but' no other person. 75 pet cent o
the amount of salary withheld during hi
term of office and deposited In said fund."

The Retirement Board.
The bill creates a retirement board, t<

consist of the chief of the weather burea
and two employee of the bureau, to b
selected by the Secretary of Agricultur,
and all retirements, both compulsory an
voluntary, shall be made upon the reconm
miendation of said board and with the approval of the Secretary of Agriculture
Provided, That in no case shall a retire
ment be made unless the current revenue
of the retirement fund be suficient to bea
the additional expense, It is also providei
"That for the first len years after this ac
goes into effect there shall be withhell
from the annuity paid to retired employe
of the weather bureau monthly a sum equa
to the amount withheld for the month im,
mediately preceding retirement; and sue
sum shall be retained in the weather bu
reau retirement f~und and paid out as othe
moneys in said fund are authorized to b
expended: Provided, Rhat the length o
service of all persons wh~may enter th
weather bureau on p aft r the date o:
which this act goes tlfo efetshall, fo
the purpose of .retit sen, be compute<from the date of theb' first assessment fo
the weather bureau retirement fund."

Filling 14eaaales.
The bill also makes some changes In the

method of selecting mplq for the ser
vice, The civil se- dimission shal
conduct all examinafions for original ap
pointment and the ch .of~h weather bu
reau shall originate ad c neut examina.
tions for promotions.
Vacarcies in the hfve~ grades of oh

server, clerk and stene ajsher shall he fill
ed by reductions, promotions as provided ii
section 6, transfers,fm goinate gradeaor by appointments a Dr~Q~damong thestates and -territorfeashibbetical ordeland the congressional distrIcts in numer
tal order, the senators of a state heini
drst recognised In the order of their me
miority; and vacancies in the position o:messenger, watchman, artisan or in an3msechanioal position saal be f11he and opportioned in. the same annera as for oh
servers, cierks and stenographew, exeep
that the alp~habetieaf sedler et the sttesa i be reversed: Provided, that all .poi--iens above those. or wuhich original ap
pointment is .hereip pirovated sbuS he Shheibg prostojln brons JewekI grades. er Post-tions, or byrednettep fees taghr grades

h-ge30its ua asntd mw&.ll be asSellows:
h4ow onasee, Marls Sn stnaiepharust lessha .eisen asnbsh aree the,

*tiprt -4erer aesn wa
aM*.a, not less than t Teltes ao:e
85064 Wirt egyears; in sen

eases of persons who served in the Uaited
States aumy, navy, or marine corps, be,
tween April 12, 1861, and"Augtt 2J. 186u,
and received an honorable dscarge there-
from, the age imits for appointment to the
positions of messenger, watchman and clek
at the central ofuice in Washington. Dis-
trict of Columbia. are hereby waived.
After five years' satisfactory service mes-

sengers and stenographers may be pro-moted to the grade of observer If they pass
an examination including English language.arithlmetic, algebra and elementary meteor-
ology, with an average marking of not less
than 75 per centum and not less than 15
per centum in each subject; and In like
manner, and after a like length of service,
any laborer, mechanic or other employe
may be advanced.

NIoemaation of Applicnt.
When a e enator or representative or dele-

gate is notified by the Secretary of Agri-
culture that an appointment is to be made
from his state, his district or his terntory
he shall, within thirty days, nominate one
or more persons of sound physique and
good morals, who shall conform to the con-'titions prescribed in section 5. He, she or
they shall report to the civil service com-mission for such physical and mental ex-aminations as may be prescribed by the
~ommission after consultation and agree-,tent with the chief of the weather bureau.'*allure to pass the physical examination'hall exclude the candidate from participa-tion in the mental examination. In order
to pass, a candidate must attain an averageof 75 per centlun in the mental examina-tion and not less than 65 per centum insach subject. If more than one candidatebe nominated, the appointment shall begiven to the candidate passing with thehighest general average; if no one of thetandidates pass, the senator, representa-tive or delegate shall be so notified and-equested to again nominate one or more.andidates; If none of these pass, the ap-pointment shall go to the next senator, rep-resentative or delegate In proper order. Acandidate shall not be examined a secondtime.

Probationary Appointments.
The successful candidates shall receive

probationary appointments for one year
during which, time they may be remov'ed
if, in accord with the recommendation of
the chief-of the weather bureau, the Secre-
tary of Agriculture is of the opinion that
they are not suited to the work of theweather bureau; but in case of the removalof a probationary appointee the same sen-ator. representative or delegate (or his suc-
cessor) who nominated the person removedshall be called on to make nomination forthe vacancy thus created.

Redactions and Dismissals.
The bill provides regulations for reduc-

tions and dismissals, upon charges; for
promotion "based entirely on merit;" for
temporary appointments for thirty days,
and says: "That where the transaction of
official business will permit, without detri-
ment to the public service, the chief of theweather bureau may grant to employes not
to exceed thirty days' leave of absencewith-pay, and thirty days' additional maybe granted in case of sickness; but noth-ing in this act shall give any employe a
right to any portion of such leave if. in thejudgment of the chief of the weather bu-
reau, it be advisable to withhold the
same."
Grades of salaries are established, rang-ing from the first grade, of 330 to $7211, to

the ninth grade, of $ ,Z.0 to 36.000.
The Bureau Omcials.

The weather bureau shall hereafter con-
sist of a chief, who has been or who shall
be selected from the officials of the bureau
of or above the seventh grade, and who
shall hold office during efficiency and good
behavior, and receive an annual salary of
3,.Ott(t, ani have been cr be appointed bythe President by and with the advice andeor:sent of the Senate; an assistant chief,who shill be appointed by the Secretary ofAgriituture from the officials of the bureauof or above the sixth grade, and who shallreceive C5-ini per annum; a chief clerk,who shall be appointcd from the officialsof the bureaut of or above the fifth grade,and remive $2.2.-n per annum: a disbursingofficer, who shall be appointed from theoffiet!als of the bureau of or above thefifth grade, and receive $2.000 per annum;
a private secretary to the chief of bureau,who shall be appointed without regard toapportionment or examination, and receive$1600 per annum.
The proposed law is to go into effectJuly 1, next.

Aims of the Bill.
Chairman Wadsworth's report on the bill

says:
"The bill alms to accomplish three objectswhich are departures from existing law.

The other provisions of the bill are matters
of detail necessary to carry out the three
primary objects of the proposed law. These
objects are:

"First. The perpetuati'n by law of the
present rigid system of discipline and meritmaintained in the weather bureau, with afurther provision requiring that each ap-pointee of the weather bureau entter itslower grades and be subjected to such studyand discipline as will most effectively qual-ify him to become a useful public officiaiand permit hin only to advance so far ashis merits demand and the needs of thepublic service req-ire. This system of meritto extend from the humblest employe tothe chief of the bureau. All of the valuablefeatures of the existing law have been re-tained, while much has been added that willinsure a greater efficiency in the bureau."Second. The granting of authority to theen:ployes of the bureau to create, exclusive-ly from their own moneys, a fund for theretirement of disabled and aged officials,this to be accomp:ished without one dollarofexpense to the federal government, andin such way that at no time in the futurecan the federal government be calved on tocontribute in any manner to the fund."Third. The apportionment, under spe-ctfic limitations as to age and mental andphysical qualiieations, of all appoinstmntsinpartially among senators, representativesard delegates in much the same manner ascadets are nominatted for appointment toWest Point and Annapolis.

An Ideal Merit System.
"It is believed that the proposed bill wil

inaugurate in the weather bureau an ideal
e merit system. The aim is to make abilityand industry the basis of promotion, and

toprohibit the. advancement of employes
by means of political or other Influence,
which has proved so demoralizing to the

I public service.
- "To briefly summarize the salient fea-
- tures of the proposed law it may be saidthat It apportions appointments amongsenators, representatives and delegates,without regard to their political faith, andIt provides that cand~dates shall be nomi-
I naiad under such conditions as will renderIt difficult, if not impossible, to effect thepermanent appointment or the promotionof an unfit person. It prohibits the use of
I political or other influences to secure pro-motion or p:gnment. We believe thatthis measure properly co-ordinates the pre-rogatives of Congress and the executiveofficers of the government in the matter ofthe appointment to and the control of theweather service. It places each employestrictay upon his merits and compels himIto work out his own salvation, while the

present law leaves this to the will of theexecutive officer or the rules of a commis-sion. It prohibits the removal of any am-ploye for political reasons, and 1nakes histenure of office secure so long as his ser-vices are advantageous to the governmentand no longer. Without one cent of ex-pense to the government it provides for theseparation from the public pay rols of d-a-ahled, aged or only partly efficient em-ployee, and at the same time it providessupport in their hours of need.
"The bill Is strictly in line with the moatIadvanced ideas on clvil service as espoused- by. many executive- officers who ha. e ha-.1-'wide experience in the public service, and

who are earnest In theIr desire to maintaineither the existing laws on ;he civiuserve
or an improvement upon them,

Sts'emsty Indomsed.
"'The bill is strongly indorsued by the de-

partment commander of the G. A. 1t. et the
District of Columbia. by the last past de-
partmnent cemmander of the same District,
by the ommander-ln-ehief et the . &. R,by all the large maritime aseociatae et
the United States, by the prindspe boardsof trade, cotton exchanges, pr'oduce andcommercial exchanges, vessel masters' as-soclations and by the press In every stateIn the Union, as evidenced- by several buS-dred editorial expressions 'which Massspittee has received. Ama tyg edit.-riala there are tess tha a deenmmdgmetigopiniena.
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in an honest, economical and efficient ad-
ministration of pubic office.
"In the final pages of this communication

are shown, specifically, commercial and
other associations which have strongly pe-
titioned your committee for favorable ac-
lion. These resolutions are not mere per-
functory expressions. They are passed by
organizations having close affinity with the
weather bureau, and deriving such substan-
tial benefit therefrcm as to cause them to
have an active and vital interest in the
welfare and better organization of this im-
portant branch of the public service.
"Reasons for urging special legislation

in favor of retirement for weather bureau
emp oyes:

"1. They work 3% days in a year. Their
hours of duty are long. On the Pacinc
coast the first observation is made between
4:30 and 5:31 a.m., while on the Atlantic
coast the offices can not be closed before
11 p.m., and often later. They must be on
the alert at all times to detect the first pre-
monitions of storm development and re-
main constantly on duty in order to dis-
tribute warnings that may be received at
any moment.

"2. They are subject to great vicissitudes
of climate, being required to serve, as the
exigencies of the service may require, in
almost any degree of latitude, from Alaska
to the West Indies.

"3. By reason of the peculiar organiza-
tion of the service its employes are, like of-
ficers cf the army, in a great measure de-
terred from obtaining a fixed habitation
or enjoying the privileges that accrue to
long residence in a community. Changes
of station generally operate to their finan-
cial disadvantage.

"4. It requires many years of experience
in the weather bureau to become thorough-
ly efficient in the higher duties of the serv-
ice, and constant study is necessary in or-
der to keep pace with the developments of
mreteorological science. The most efficient
men are those who entered the service
when they were young and vigorous, and
gained proficiency as a result of study of
the weather conditions as they were daily
presented. The observers of the weather
bureau are on guard to give warning when
danger threatens, so that measures of safe-
ty may be taken by those whose lives and
property are in jeopardy.

":i. Effective discipline must be enforced
to insure the prompt execution of every or-
der without regard to personal comfort,
health. or safety, and it is not just that
those who have devoted the best years of
their life to this practical science should be
turned away helpless in their old age. Con-
gress should not refuse to authorize them
to organize a plan of retirement supported
wholly by themselves, and not costing the
government one penny, but, on the con-
trary, saving much to the government by
taking from the rolls all who for any rea-
son are partly or wholly incapacitated.'
Accompanying the report is a list of thir.

ty-six boards of trade and other organiza-
tions favoring the reorganization of the
weather bureau along the lines proposed.

CHARGES DISMISSED.

Majority of Commissioners DecideOffcer O'Dea's Case.
After considering the matter for several

weeks, the District Commissioners today,
Commissioner Ross dissenting, dismissed
the charge of intoxication preferred against
Policeman L. J. O'Dea last month.
Officer O'l)a pleaded guilty of becoming

intoxicated while on duty and leaving his
beat the 14th of last month before the
proper time. In forwarding the papers in
the case to the Commissioners, Maj. Syl-
vester, the chief of police, explained that
four years ago Officer O'Dea was warned
by them, and up to his trouble last month
bore a clear record, being commended by
Lients. Daley, McCathran, Pearson and
others. But, in view of the action of the
Commissioners four years ago, Maj. Sylves-
ter stated that he must recommend his dis-
missal.
Commissioner Wight, who has immediate

supervision of the police department, per-
sonally investigated the case, stating to
his associates that while the officer had
been found guilty of drinking, the facts in
the case didnot appear to him to establish
anything more than that he unwisely, per-haps. took the liquor for medicinal pur-
poses. The testimony of the iieutenan:s as
to the man's effciency, and the clear record
he had maintaIned up to last month, entI-
tIed him, in Mr. Wight's opinion, to con-
sideration, Mr. Wight found that the of-
ficer took the liquor last month at hIs
wife's suggestion for medicinal purposes,
but rather than involve her in the case the
man refrained from so explaining. In view
of these facts, Mr. Wight recommended
that the charge of intoxication be dismissed,
and that the offcer be notified that here-
after when he is sick and unable to per-
form deuty he shall report the fact in the
regular way and use such medIcine as may
be prescribed for hIm by the police sur-
geon.
Commissioner Ross, however, could not

approve Mr. Wight's recomimendation. He
stated that while he has the utmost sym-
pathy for men who have the drink habit.
and is willing to give them chance after
chance to do better, provided the employ-
ment which is accorded them does not in-
valve danger to the community, he deems
It wholly Inexpedient and absolutely dan-
gerous to give such continued employment
to men who persist in drinking when in-
trusted with tbe baton and revoiver. There-
fore, while willing to vote to employ the
oflicer in any other capacty than that of
policeman, Mr. Ross said that tier the
circumstances he must vote to approve the
chief of polhce's recommendation of dis-
nisasi. At the request of many af the
friends of the egicer Mr. Boas again went
over both canes. but stated that he could
rnot see his way clear, to modify his above
statement of his views in the preseat cane.
The papers then went hack to Commis-stoner Wighit, who indorsed them to the

effect thiat he felt justinied in adhering to
htn recommendation of a diu.od..ai of the
charge of intogictien. Capt. nah, the
Engine~er Comaisuima', agreed with ]hin in
the matte, and the action reoemuneded byMar. Wight was thereupon tneme today.
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rapidity from the pine-gloomed crags of
Franconia Notch. where Jonathan dweltwith his low-voiced angular wife andworthless dog, to the rose gardens of Vir-ginia: the wide verandas, where "MehLady" stood in the moonlight and foughther battle between love and loyalty. withthe memory of her dead and a yearning forthe gallant northern lover distractinglypleading.
Mr. Smith's first reading, after a brief in-troduction by Mr. Page. was entitled "'Jon-athan," a picture from nature as vivid andfull of truth and color as any of the mas-terful things that the artist-author everput to canvas or paper. It was as quiet asthe wooded depths wherein Jonathan dwelt.and as soft as thi midday sighing of hiscompanion trees.
Mr. Page's reading from "Men Lady"differed In subject from Jonathan, as thepine from the rose, but had the same artto bind, and the same pathos and that hu-man love which knows no race or locality.Mr. Smith's "Captain Joe" and Mr. Page's"How Jennie Eared Her Mind" composedthe second half of the program, and com.pleted an entertainment of singular beautycomplete and satisfying.The readings were for the benefit of theArt Students' League pecutdarily, and forthe assembled audience intellectually, aswell as artistically, undoubtedly.

That Kansas Lymeblag.
To the FAlter of The Evemiag Star:
As a citizen of Kansas I cannot let your

editorial on the recent Kansas lynching gounchallenged, as it shows a miseoncept;anof the condition of affairs In that state.
When you characterized this lynching
as "one of the worst phases of this
atrclous practice." iecause the men killedby the mot, had been tried and convicted of
murder and the".hy condemned to death,
you were probably not aware that being
condemned to death in Kansas does notnrean death. True, the Kansas statutesProvide the death penalty, and the courttrying the case sentences the convictedmurderers in due form to be hung, but thelaw gives the governsr alone power to fixthe date for the hanging. Years ago Kan-
sas had a governor who, being opposed tocapital punishment, declined to fix the datefor executioni. and sin that time no gor-ernrr has been four willing to executeMurderers convicted fore he came intooffice, and as it would be manifestly unjust
to hang the murderers convicted during his
own administration and not the others,each governor in turn has declined to fixthe date for executions, and In this waycapital punishment has been practicallyabolished in Kansas without the consent ofthe people.
There is no other state in the Unionwhere law and order are more strictly ob-

served than in Kansas and this lynchingwas nothing more nor less than a forcible
protest against the non-enforcement of the
law. These men had been tried and con-
victed and 'sentenced to death, as you say.and there could be no doubt that theydeserved death, and the mob adopted the
only method in which the sentence of the
court could be carried out, and It strikes
me that Instead of being one of the "worst
phases" It is very much to the credit of
the Kansas mob that they waited until the
murderers had been fairly and legally tried
and condemned to death, and there could
be no question of their guilt, before they
proceeded to hang them, instead of follow-
ing the practice of the cultured east of
hanging men without trial and on suspicion
only..
The slow-going people in the middle At-

lantic and southern states should know
that there has been a great advance in
civilization in the wild and woolly west
during the past forty years, even If there
has not been a corresponding advance in
their own section.

BENJ. B. F. GRAVES.

MUTUAL PIER ISURANCE COMrPAN'.
Inlumetien Contimmed by Judge ar-

uard to February I.
Many of the stockholders of the Mutual

Fire Insurance Company visited the city
hall this morning in expectation that the
legal setilement of the differences existing
between the opposing factions in the cor-
poration would be commenced, They were
disappointed, however, as yesterday after-
noon Messrs. Samuel Maddox and Rt. Rosa
Perry. counsel for Richard KL Johnson and
others, who are suing Samuel K. Walker.
appeared before Justice Barnard and filed
an amended bill of complaint. Justice Barn-
ard thereupon continued the existing in-
junction until February 9, amen the case
will be argued,

William Elin was today charged before
Judge Kimball wih threatening to do -Ily harm to his wife, and the court reqms
him to give a P99 real estate bond or gojail for sixty days,
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